
EID - on the farm 

“For thousands of years, humanity has sought 
to improve its ability to make decisions. Record 
keeping and information gathering has driven 
many of the innovations. Better information 
leads to competitive advantage on the battle-
field and in the boardroom. But today, we 
have a truly 21st century problem: too much 
information. Or rather, too much data, and not 
enough information.” (extract from Sensors 
and Systems at www.sensysmag.com) 

This sums up both the opportunity and the 
challenge that farmers face to implement and 
get the most out of EID.  

What is EID 

Electronic Identification (EID) - enables an ani-
mal's ear tag to transmit a unique animal ID 
number to an electronic reader. 

 The ear tag has a 'chip' which carries a 
unique identification number. 

 The reader (hand held wand or panel) 
communicates with the ear tag and regis-
ters its unique number. 

 The reader then sends that unique num-
ber to a weigh scale indicator to link it 
with data collected in relation to that ani-
mal. 

How can farmers use the EID tags to 
improve their farming practice? 

Some farmers have been using EID for several 
years and can pass on some of their hard 
learned lessons. 

“Don't try and do too much too quickly” 

“Investment in RFID pays back in 12 – 18 
months” 

“Investing in EID is investing in an education” 

Benefits of EID 

 Improves efficiency  

 Obviously - easy identification of individual 
animals 

 The ear tag/reader system works automati-
cally - no manual recording is needed.   

 Reduced paperwork as all the data on each 
animal is linked to its EID tag number 

 Accurate data - integration of EID readers 
with scales, smartphones and computers is 
critical to better data recording and man-
agement 

 This leads to more objective decision mak-
ing  

 Improved stock reconciliation through accu-
rate recording 

 Aids with fast access to data - encourages 
more use of data  

 Monitoring animal health status of individu-
al animals including drenching records, ac-
curately drenching to weight and indicator 
of with holding periods 

 Automated drafting  

 Full traceability  

What does this mean in the practical on-
farm situation?  

Trying to read an animals ear tags is no longer a 
problem, as the reader still picks up the signal 
even when the ear tag is covered in water or 
dirt. 

EID can provide good data for decision making 
such as: 

 Helping with drafting 

 To put mobs together 

 To identify mobs e.g. by sire, AI mobs, by 
liveweight 

What is the value of EID? You can use it either simply as a tag 

in the ear before stock goes on the truck (NAIT compliance on-

ly) or, at the other end of the scale, as a full recording system. 
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 Ease of management - no longer have to 
run separate mobs as they are easy to 
draft out 

 This includes when using different animal 
health remedies as they will be identified 
on the screen/reader 

 Individual animal data will identify poor 
performing animals over time, farmers are 
too used to using averages (culling deci-
sions) 

 Saves re-yarding of animals as all data is 
available on screen with instant analysis 
and running averages (if using full system) 

 Use for weaning, selling and breeding de-
cisions 

 Potential to weight 200 animals/hour 

 EID provides a database of information on 
each animal 

Key points to remember 

 Have a clear objective 

 Have a plan and identify key drivers and 
key measures to collect 

 Write them down 

 Allocate resources 

 Prepare and check gear the day before 
you start weighing 

 Review and make changes if you aren't 
getting the data or results you want. 

 Repeatable data changes practice  

New skills 

Data management  

 Naming data sets - each animal is identi-
fied by tag but how do you keep track of 
mobs. Use the filename as an identifier 

 Keeping a backup of data 

 Use tag numbers to separate by gender eg 

tags 1001—1999 for males, 2001-2999 for 
females 

Data handling 

 Do you need to update your computer or 
buy new software 

 Learn to use Excel to record and analyse 
data?  

What do farmers need to watch out for 

 Understanding the data - KISS - a weight is 
just a weight 

 Consistency and care when weighing 

 Remember to tare the scales at the 
start of a weighing session and at sev-
eral points during the day. This will 
help ensure correct weights are taken. 

 Make sure the animal is on the scales 
and settled - if in doubt reweigh 

 Weigh at similar time of the day  

 Good data involves repeated weighing's of 
large numbers of animals over time 

 On farm ‘trials’ - Do not make more of the 
data than it is. Care needs to be taken 
when comparing different feed types or 
animal health treatments etc. as on the 
farm you can’t remove all the other factors 
that may be impacting on the animals. Any 
data is only indicative and relative to how 
the animals have been treated. 

However, animals, or mobs, that continue to 
lose weight over time are an indication that 
management decisions or changes need to be 
made. 

The last word from a farmer - “it won’t save 
you time because once you have some data 
then you will want to collect more to help make 
sense of the decisions you are making. “ 
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