
Pre-winter  Feeding 

General considerations for weaner growth 

Pasture covers determine potential intake 

Covers below 1800 kg DM/ha restrict feed 
intake 

Covers over 3000 kg DM/ha can result in 
poor feed quality 

Maximum stock performance is reached when 
pasture covers are kept in the 1500 to 2500 kg DM/
ha range 

Pasture cover can look quite different depending on 
the pasture species and grazing management 

Ryegrass generally needs to be taller 

Brown top is shorter for the same cover 

Set stocked pastures build up cover below the 
grazing height 

Voluntary intake decreases with decreasing day 
length 

Increasing feed quality by 1 MJME/ kgDM results in 
an increase of around 24g/d. 

Supplementary feeding can be targeted to improve 
overall use of the supplements 

Introduce calves to supplements and forage herbs 
and crops before weaning to increase acceptance 
and intake post weaning. 

Minimise stress to maximise growth i.e. limit the 
number of yardings during the pre winter period. 

 

 

 

What do I need to know to maximise growth 

prior to winter 

Triggers -  signposts to check to see if you are on track or if 

you need to change. 

1 March liveweight (weaning weight) 

Feed quality 1 March 

Pasture cover 1 March 

15 April liveweight 

What management options can be utilised to 
optimize growth prior to winter 

Liveweight gains can be increased using specialised 
forages such as red clover and chicory if they are 
familiar with the diet prior to weaning 

Routine frequent shifting allows weaners to select the 
highest quality diet on offer, never force weaners to 
clean up pasture as this will reduce liveweight gains 
considerably 

Maintain high pasture quality by managing pastures 
with other livestock classes 

Transition weaners onto winter rations after autumn 
to limit the impact on weaner growth rates during the 
autumn period 

Daily feed requirements for weaner deer during 
Autumn (on average pasture) 

 

Energy requirement (MJ ME/day)   

 Livewieght Stags Hinds 

50 kg 15 (150g/d) 14 (120g/d) 

60 kg 18 (190g/d) 16 (130g/d) 

70 kg 21 (220g/d) 19 (160g/d) 

80 kg 23 (250g/d) 21 (180g/d) 

90 kg 26 (300 g/d)   

Maximising growth rate after weaning can be a challenge.  

The process of weaning provides some disruption to calves. Check the 
Weaning Management fact sheet for practical tips. After this we want the 
calves to grow fast. What do we need to consider to help that happen?  
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Targets for live weight gain during autumn 

1 June weight (weaners) Stags   Hinds 

 NZR  + 18kg on weaning wt (200 g/d)  +15kg (167)                      
Eastern  + 22kg (250)  +17kg (190) 

 Elk/Wapiti X + 27kg (300)  + 22kg (250) 


